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INT. SUBURBAN KITCHEN - MORNING

ALAN (50s) sits sipping a morning tea, munching a piece of 
toast and reading the paper in his robe.

He is visibly taken aback as something catches his eye in the 
newspaper. 

SOON AFTER

Alan is on the phone and holding the paper up so he can read 
the small print.

ALAN
Yes that’s the one, Caplin with a 
“C”... Well I was just wondering 
the validity of the piece. I mean, 
do you fact check before you 
publish these things?... Right, 
right... Well, thank you for 
saying, I appreciate it.

He hangs up and looks solemn.

His wife LISA (also 50s) enters and pours herself a tea. She 
notices her husband’s sadness.

LISA
Something the matter, dear?

ALAN
Well yes. I was reading the 
obituary and came across this.

He hands her the paper and points out the obituary in 
question.

LISA
Oh dear.

ALAN
I called the paper and they 
confirmed it... I’m dead.

LISA
Oh sweety, I wanted to tell you.

ALAN
You knew?

LISA
Of course I did.

ALAN
It says there that I died on 
Friday. I’ve been dead the whole 
weekend?



Lisa nods.

ALAN (CONT’D)
Why didn’t you tell me then? I 
would have cancelled dinner with 
the Prendergasts.

LISA
I’m sorry, Alan, I didn’t know how 
to break it to you. I knew you’d be 
upset.

He looks forlorn.

ALAN
I see the funeral is on Tuesday. 
Have you written a speech?

LISA
I’ve toyed with a few things.

ALAN
May I see it?

She takes a piece of paper from her pyjama pocket and hands 
it to Alan.

ALAN (CONT’D)
No. Oh no this won’t do. 

He opens the third drawer and takes a pen. He starts amending 
the speech.

LISA
Don’t get too verbose, Alan, I have 
to read this in front of your 
brothers.

INT. FUNERAL - DAY

Lisa is standing at a podium before a small group of 
MOURNERS. Adam is lying in the open casket at the head of the 
room.

LISA
... And he, I think, will always be 
remembered for the time he saved 
that group of puppies from a 
burning speedboat... Also they were 
orphans. Um. Goodbye Alan. I 
promise never to remarry, 
especially not to Adrian from the 
gym.

She timidly returns to her seat as Alan reaches up to the lid 
of the casket and pulls it closed.
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