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INT. SMALL KITCHEN - EVENING

JENNY (30s) is pouring two glasses of wine on the wooden 
counter as we hear the front door open and close. FOY (30s) 
enters, loosens his tie and throws his jacket over a chair. 
Jenny leans over the counter and they kiss.

JENNY
You’re back later than I expected. 
Does that mean it went well?

Foy shakes his head.

FOY
No closer than when I left. More 
tall stories. Just... A name... 
anything would be a step forward.

He picks up a glass of wine.

FOY (CONT’D)
We celebrating something.

JENNY
Got a call from the publishers 
today. My book of short stories 
will be out this summer.

FOY
That’s fantastic Jenny. 
Congratulations. Dad always said I 
will marry someone smarter than me.

JENNY
He knew what he was talking about.

FOY
Some good news is just what I 
needed tonight.

JENNY
Listen, Foy. I’ve been thinking. 
Maybe your father and this Murphy 
fellow have been protecting you 
from the truth. Maybe it’s 
something he didn’t want you to 
know.

FOY
They’re lies. How could that be a 
good thing?

JENNY
Is it different to us telling 
Meriel that Granddad’s in heaven? 
Lies can protect us from a truth 
that would hurt.



FOY
I’m an adult, Jenny, shouldn’t that 
be my decision?

MERIEL (O.S.)
Daddy?

FOY
She’s still awake?

JENNY
She wanted to wait for you.

INT. MERIEL’S BEDROOM

MERIEL (5) is tucked into her little bed. Foy comes in, 
kisses her on the forehead and sits next t the bed.

FOY
Why aren’t you asleep, little 
monkey?

MERIEL
I wanted you to tell me a story.

FOY
I know, sweety but I was out today.
I was trying to find out about my 
mummy. I wanted to tell her about 
granddad.

MERIEL
I didn’t know you have a mummy.

FOY
Everyone has a mummy. Or at least 
they did at the beginning.

MERIEL
Where’s your mummy?

FOY
I don’t know. Your granddad only 
ever told me stories.

MERIEL
Tell me!

FOY
No... They’re not...

He looks at her smiling at him.

FOY (CONT’D)
Okay, monkey, lie back... It began 
with a shipwreck...
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