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EXT. SUBURBAN HOME - DAY

A white van pulls into the driveway, a little house on a 
spring bounces back and forth on the roof of the van as it 
comes to a stop. 

ARMISTEAD HAMLYN (30s) steps out of the van. His clothing is 
an odd mix of shaman, doctor, plumber and cowboy. He is 
carrying a leather doctor’s bag bearing his initials. 

He looks at the house opposite, an unfinished concrete 
McMansion covered in scaffolding. He knocks and the door is 
answered by BETH and STEWART TEMPLE, a middle aged suburban 
couple.

HAMLYN
Mr. And Mrs. Temple. Armistead 
Hamlyn, the house doctor, I hope 
you don’t mind my being a little 
early for our two o’clock. May I?

INT. TEMPLE’S HOME

Hamlyn walks about, closely inspecting parts of the house.

BETH
Thank you for coming, doctor. We 
didn’t know what else to do.

Hamlyn inspects skirting, taps, window frames and other small 
details in the home. He switches the light switch on and off 
but instead of the light, the television switches on and off. 
He put a stethoscope over his ears and listens to different 
parts of the wall.

HAMLYN
Here! I’m afraid I’m going to have 
to open her up.

Hamlyn places his fingers around a previously unseen panel in 
the wall and rips it off. Beneath the panel is a warren of 
wires, tubes, cords, and cables. Something glows softly deep 
within the wall. Hamlyn puts on a pair of goggles and dives 
into the cavity in the wall until just his feet are sticking 
out.

HAMLYN (CONT’D)
Yes, yes... I see... Ah but of 
course... When did this all start?

BETH
About three months ago.

HAMLYN
And I’d wager that was about the 
time that awful McMansion over the 
road started being built?



BETH
Yes, the Prendergasts knocked down 
their old three bedroom to build 
it.

Hamlyn emerges from the wall cavity.

HAMLYN
Your issue here is quite simple. 
I’m afraid your home is suffering a 
broken heart. I would say it was in 
love with the house across the 
street, the one that was 
demolished. As I see it you have 
three options. One: I can operate. 
It’s an invasive procedure and 
there’s no guarantee that it won’t 
simply lapse back into the same 
problem. Two: Transplant, but that 
would require a donor house and 
that could be quite a wait.

BETH
And the third option?

HAMLYN
Well I’m afraid that’s a little 
dramatic. Euthanasia. I would 
simply and humanely put the home 
out of its misery.

BETH
That one sounds fine if you can do 
it today.

HAMLYN
Are... You sure? It’s not the 
course I would immediately 
recommend-

BETH
-Well would we still be able to 
live here?

HAMLYN
I mean... If you call that living. 
Technically yes. But I mean, it 
would no longer be a living home it 
would simply become... A building.

BETH
When could you start? (To Stewart) 
I knew this was a good idea.

HAMLYN
Well I... I’ll... Go and get my 
kit.
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