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INT. GARDEN SHED - DAY

ALAN (60s, in his dressing gown) sits at a wooden desk 
painting a small garden gnome. 

The walls and shelves are lined with unpainted, half-
painted, and fully painted gnomes.

He puts his brush down and looks with disgust at the stupid 
little gnome face.

LISA (also 60s, also in a dressing gown) comes into the shed 
with a tray of tea. She sees the look on his face.

LISA
Something wrong, dear?

ALAN
Can I... confess something to you, my 
love.

LISA
Of course.

ALAN
I hate garden gnomes. I hate them. 
I've never found one I like. I know 
you love them and everything but-

LISA
I don't love them, Alan. I can't 
stand them. I just said I liked them 
because they seemed to give you such 
peace.

ALAN
I only paint them because I thought 
you liked them.

LISA
Oh Alan, you're so thoughtful.

She sits opposite him, passes him a lovely cup of tea and 
holds his hand.

ALAN
I'm just so bored. Retirement was 
meant to be fun. 

LISA
I know what you should do. You should 
have an affair!



ALAN
You think so?

LISA
Absolutely, I have them all the time. 
Does me a world of good.

ALAN
I don't know, I'm not much of a liar.

LISA
Oh, don't be so hard on yourself, 
love. Remember when my mother invited 
us around to watch the dressage? 
Remember what you said?

ALAN
I... I said I had food poisoning.

LISA
That's right. You're a great liar 
when you put your mind to it.

ALAN
Well, it's nice of you to say. But an 
affair? It just sounds like so much 
work. You're the organised one. I'm 
sure I'd screw it up somehow.

LISA
Look. How about I manage the schedule 
and keep track of the subterfuge for 
you? I've got the time, I don't have 
another fling planned until the new 
year.

ALAN
You would do that?

LISA
Of course I would, sweetheart. Let me 
just get my pocket book.

ALAN
Love you, Lisa.

LISA
Love you too, Alan.

The credits play over a slow motion sequence showing dozens 
of garden gnomes being smashed in various ways.
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