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EXT. SCHOOL CORRIDORS - DAY

OWEN 'THE SAINT' SINCLAIR (12, effortless untucked 
nonchalance) strides through the busy school corridor. He 
has a purpose.

He walks past a large flyer posted on the wall. It reads: 
Due to an incident resulting in a broken window ALL MARBLES 
ARE BANNED FROM THE SCHOOL. Any marbles found will be 
immediately confiscated and the owner punished.

There are several of the flyers posted about.

INT. LIBRARY

Owen walks into the almost deserted library. He nods a hello 
to the ELDERLY LIBRARIAN who returns the nod and gets back 
to stamping books.

Owen goes to a dark corner where ALISTAIR 'BUTCH' BUTCHER 
(12, huge ginger) is sitting reading a comic.

OWEN
'Right Butch.

BUTCH
'Right Owen. Busy day down there.

OWEN
Glad to hear it.

Owen takes a small stack of comics from his school bag and 
gives them to Butch.

BUTCH
You're a saint. Boss was looking for 
you by the way.

Butch gets up and slides a bookshelf aside. Behind it is a 
hidden doorway. Owen walks through.

OWEN
The day he isn't is the day I start 
doing my own homework.

INT. SECRET MARBLES HALL

Pipes line the ceiling of the large, low lit basement. Yells 
and cheers can be heard from the dozen or so games of 
marbles that are being played around the room. Candy passing 
hands as currency.
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Leaning by the door is BECKY LUCAS (13, cool, unaffected), 
she spots Owen walk in and whistles him over.He takes a red 
vine licorice out of his pocket and gives it to her.

BECKY
Thanks hon.

She breaks it in half and gives him a piece.

OWEN
Thought you gave all this up.

BECKY
Nothing like the smell of sweat and 
high fructose corn syrup to get a 
girl going. Don't worry, I'm not 
participating.

OWEN
What you do with your pocket money is 
none of my business.

BECKY
That so? You were taking quite an 
interest in my winnings yesterday.

OWEN
Purely professional, I assure you.

BECKY
You're no fun. We lunching today?

OWEN
Yeah, got a few errands to run but 
I'll meet you at the canteen later.

He moves through the crowd. He is spotted by FRANCIS 'SUGAR' 
OLSEN (10, jittery sugar-freak) Owen tosses him a small 
lemon sherbet and Sugar waves him past into a cleaning 
cupboard.

INT. CLEANING CUPBOARD

The small cleaning cupboard has everything you'd expect to 
find in there, mop and bucket, cleaning liquids, witches 
hats, large desk covered in candy.

Owen is stopped at the door by DAMIEN 'THE FRIDGE' HART (13, 
huge jock) but after sharing a look he is ultimately waved 
forward by the boss, TIM 'EYES' MACMILLAN (12, little guy, 
big glasses) who is seated behind the desk.
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Owen takes a pale blue marble out of his pocket and places 
it on the desk. He lightly taps it so it rolls over to Tim.

OWEN
That is a rare competition weight 
pale blue End of Day.

TIM
It's very nice, Owen. You should be 
careful carrying these around though.

OWEN
The thing about End of Day marbles is 
that no two are alike. Now this one, 
until recently was safely locked in 
the cupboard in the teacher's lounge 
having been confiscated months ago. 
Yesterday its shown to me by a friend 
of mine. Says she won it in a game.

TIM
How can you be sure it's the same 
one?

OWEN
Because it was mine. So either there 
has been a raid on the teacher's 
lounge--

TIM
Which would not have escaped my 
attention.

OWEN
-- Or someone's been working with a 
teacher in exchange for his pick of 
the sweet glass in that cupboard.

TIM
The rumours of a leak have been 
persistent, I'd hoped they were 
fruitless. I like my house to be a 
clean one.

He rolls the blue marble in his fingers.

TIM (cont'd)
You say your friend won this. Who 
from?
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INT. LIBRARY

Butch pushes the bookshelf open and Owen walks out.

BUTCH
Oh, thanks again for the comics Owen. 
Hope you have a good--

DAMIEN (O.S.)
Butch

Owen walks off, "smoking" a red vine. He doesn't look back 
as Damien takes Butch by the collar.

DAMIEN
Boss wants a chat, mate.

INT. TEACHER'S LOUNGE

ANGLE: CUPBOARD

We see inside the cupboard full of items that have been 
confiscated. Magazines, mobile phones, even a ninja star, 
and of course, marbles.

The cupboard is closed and locked by MISS ALASKA DAVIDSON 
(30s, smart casual).

She goes over to a board where there are school photos 
pinned showing the hierarchy, Tim at the top, Owen and 
Damien underneath etc (you've seen boards like this in every 
cop film ever made). 

She puts a strike through Butch's photo. Without turning 
around she speaks:

MISS DAVIDSON
That should put an end to the 
rumours. That was a smart play. Quick 
thinking.

She turns. She is speaking to Becky.

BECKY
I was taught by the best. It's like 
Ward says, a good teacher explains, a 
great one inspires -- or something.

They smile at each other.
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